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Dear Parents, Children and Friends, 
  

As we started this school year back in September, I had not anticipated that I would be writing to you at this point, calling this booklet 

‘Another Strange School Year’, but that is exactly what we have had! 

 

Huge thanks go to the staff for putting this together — we know that our families enjoy to see this snapshot of our school year at 

Loughton Manor and given that we have had very few visitors in school during the year, it feels even more important to share some of 

the lovely things that we have still managed to achieve, even given the periods of Lockdown. 

 

We started the school year in 2020 in our usual fashion with visits, one for every one of our new Nursery and Reception pupils,       

although these all took place in the playground and not in the children’s homes.  However, the visits still gave us the opportunity to 

meet the children and families, and for the children to meet the grown-ups who would be working with them and to see their      

classrooms.  This certainly helped the children to settle confidently when school started.  This worked well and although we would still 

prefer to do Home Visits, we have decided to do these visits in the same way this coming September. 

 

In the Autumn Term school life felt a little strange in that the classrooms were set out differently to what we are used to, with the    

tables still in rows, and we had small bubbles which meant eating in classrooms and staggered playtimes for Key Stage One children.  

Staff worked really hard to follow all of the guidance and we made it through the whole term without needing to close a bubble.   

Despite some restrictions inside and out of school, we were still able to have lots of fun at school.  Friends were extremely creative, 

organising the Halloween Trail, Halloween craft kits and cakes to enable some of the fun to continue whilst raising much needed 

funds for the school.  We were able to have our annual visit from Colonel Custard,  with seven separate shows and not the usual two.  

We also had an online pantomime and even visits from two of Santa’s reindeer and a beautiful barn owl.   Friends contributed towards 

these events to enable them to happen for our children.  We couldn’t quite bear the thought of not having our annual nativity so we 

found a way to make it happen, filming two separate nativities for families to watch.  Thank you to Mark Thompson for filming and 

editing the nativities and also for coming and photographing every child with the reindeer so that everyone had a memento of the 

day. 

 

At the end of December we heard the announcement from Boris Johnson that we were going into Lockdown again.  So in January we 

returned to school with 41 pupils attending and remote learning in progress again.  During the following eight weeks the number of 

children in school rose to 75, which was in part due to the re-opening of our nursery.  Staff worked extremely hard between shifts in 

school and shifts at home preparing and filming activities for the children who were learning at home, whilst juggling the demands of 

home schooling their own children too in many cases.  The wonderful support and commitment of you as parents during this time 

was truly incredible, with many of you juggling the needs of your children and also your own jobs, in many cases.  We know that being 

your child’s teacher was not what you signed up for, yet in many cases this is what you became and for this, we thank you. 

 

So the 8th March arrived and so did your children, literally skipping up the pathways  past the bunting and balloons.   An external  

visitor during that week commented on how happy and settled the children all seemed and as a staff we felt extremely proud of the 

resilience they had shown on returning to school.   

 

Suddenly we find ourselves in July - I am really not quite sure how the end of term has arrived so quickly.  The summer term has really 

flown by!    As the rules have recently changed and we are now allowed groups of 30 outside, we decided that we would really like to 

invite     parents to watch our sports activities - our children have missed out on so much and we acknowledge that you as parents 

have missed out too. Today was the Monkeys’ sports morning, something that is a first for us.  The joy on the children’s faces when 

they saw their parent watching them was really something special.  Equally the joy of the parents seeing the staff interacting with their 

child, probably for the first time in many cases, was also quite spectacular!  A couple of parents told me how grateful they were that 

they had been invited.  We look forward to inviting the parents into school during the next week for the other sports activity sessions, 

and also for the Year Two Leavers’ Celebration. 

  

And finally...as the year draws to a close I am sad to say that we have to say goodbye to some of our fantastic staff.  Jane Mann and 

Janice Coleman, two of our long serving and fantastic teaching assistants will be retiring.  Also, Kate Yates will be moving on to work 

in another school who are extremely lucky to have her.  We will miss them all but wish them happiness in what they do next. 

 

I can certainly say that my first year in my role as Interim Headteacher has been an extremely enjoyable but challenging experience 

and certainly a year that I will never forget!   

Daniela Thompson 

Welcome to the 2020-21 ‘Another Strange School Year’ 



 

 

Explorers: On Pirate day, the children donned their stripy top, headscarf 

and eye patch to set sail on an adventure across the seven seas. Each crew 

member had to make up a name for them and their ship and design a pirate 

flag.     

Science Day:  We were very excited to watch our class minibeasts turn 

from tiny caterpillars to cocoons and then into butterflies. We observed the 

colours of their wings, painted butterflies and learnt about life cycles. A very 

exciting moment was when we released the butterflies back into the wild but 

some of us were sad to see them go. We carried out lots of experiments    

including making lava lamps, mini volcanoes and creating colourful rainbows 

using milk, food colouring and washing up liquid. 

Forest School: We love exploring the natural world and at Forest School 

we have particularly enjoyed creating concoctions out of leaves, rainwater and 

sticks in the mud kitchen, making clay faces for the trees and toasting a tasty 

snack around the fire pit. “I love to play in the forest!”   

 

Christmas: We enjoyed lots of Christmas celebrations. Tigers and Zebras     

performed their nativity, ‘It’s A Baby!” The children loved 

practising the terrific songs, cool dance moves and being 

videoed. Father Christmas paid us our annual visit and 

brought his reindeer as a special treat. We played fun 

games at our Christmas parties and roared with laughter 

when Colonel Custard performed his wonderful magic 

tricks!  

What I liked about Monkeys, Tigers and Zebras  

World Book Day: During lockdown, Monkeys, Tigers and 

Zebras celebrated World Book Day either via Zoom or whilst at 

school. We each had a wooden spoon to transform into our   

favourite book character. Children also made their own       

bookmarks, book covers and explained why the book they had 

chosen was their favourite. 

“I loved going to the hall to see Colonel 
Custard!”  

  

“I really liked seeing the       
reindeers!” 

Monkeys’ Fun Sports:    
We love to be healthy and 

keep fit  which we showed 

to our parents during our 

fun sports morning. We 

enjoyed playing ‘Duck, 

Duck, Goose’, parachute 

games and demonstrating our throwing and catching skills.  

. 
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History Day 
We really enjoyed History Day in Year One this year.  We learnt about life during The Blitz and made some 

war time ration book biscuits. We loved learning about cave men and women and how they did cave      

drawings. 

“My favourite thing was the wartime biscuits because I really like biscuits and raisins!” 

“I liked the wall painting and the biscuits.  The wall paintings were really colourful.” 

“I liked the cave paintings because they were really old.”     

What I liked about Giraffes and Lions  
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Science Day 
“We did experiments.  My favourite was the bubbling lava lamp.”   

“My favourite one was when we got the bicarbonate of soda and we 

squirted it on the tray.  It went all bubbly and it dissolved!”  

“I loved making the lava lamps.”  

Fun in Year One 

“In Year One, I like that the learning gets harder.” 

“I really like PE.” 

“I love learning in Year One.” 

 

“I loved playing in 

the playhouse in 

the  

playground.” 

 

 

 

“I love playing in the woods!”  

“I liked building dens in the woods and    
having marshmallows on the fire! It was so 
much fun!” “I love playing with my friends!” 

I really like planting the         

sunflower seeds. My favourite 

bit was putting the seed in    

because it stuck to my finger 

and I pushed it down.   



 

 

Christmas Time 
Although our annual Christmas concert at 

the Church of Christ the Cornerstone 

couldn’t take place this year, we had a    

wonderful ’All About Christmas’ day where the 

children found out all about The Christmas Story, 

Advent and the children made a Christingle as part 

of the celebrations. We also loved our Christmas 

parties, and our visits from Colonel Custard and 

Father Christmas! 
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What I liked about Hippos, Wolves and Elephants 

We have done so many things in Year 2! 
“I really enjoyed History Day. I made an Egyptian headdress because we were learning about the 

Egyptians. We also learnt about the pharaohs and watched a funny video about them! ” 

“My favourite memory of Year Two was Science Day. We had to make 

bridges that weren’t real bridges. It was an          

experiment to find out which material was the 

strongest. We found out newspaper was the 

strongest       material.” 

“I loved India Day as it was so much fun! The onion 

bhajis were yummy and crunchy!” 

“My favourite memory of Year Two is learning to play the recorder because the 

tune is soft, light and smooth.” 

History   
In November, we took part in a History Day where we learnt all about different time periods. We learnt about 

the Ancient Egyptians with Mrs Harvey and Mrs Parsons, Tudor Times with Mrs Lock where we made a      

pomander and World War Two code breaking with Miss Yates. We had so much fun! 

Although our topic of the Great Fire of London was completed during Lockdown, we know that so many of 

you enjoyed designing and building houses from the 17th Century. For the children in school, once we had 

made them we recreated the Great Fire of London at the front of the school. We sang ‘London’s Burning’ as 

the fire took hold! We saw lots of photos and videos from children and  

families who did this (safely!) at home! After they had experienced the fire, 

children wrote their own diary entries about how they felt. In Art we created 

silhouette cityscapes using a range of materials, including soft chalk pastels.  

I loved making a 
lighthouse, a castle 
and a Tudor house 

in DT! 



 

 

Football Tops Day: 
We wore football tops, or red and white to celebrate England getting to the finals of the UEFA European 

Championships 2020! 

Whole School activities 
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Father Christmas and his reindeer came to visit:   
 

 

 

“We saw some reindeer and a barn owl.  It 
was great!” 

“I enjoyed wearing my England kit!” 

 

“ I had lots of fun in my Manchester United kit!” 

 

“I really liked the football day                     

because it was fun.” 



 

 

We do hope that you enjoy this booklet, Our School Year. 

 

As with last year, we Governors haven’t been able to spend much time physically in the school monitoring 

the school’s work, lending our support and seeing for ourselves the super work that goes on. When writ-

ing to you last year, I never imagined that the disruption to school life would carry on throughout 2021, 

and that we would have to conduct our governance remotely for nearly eighteen months.  

 

Despite this, we have seen how the children have continued to have a rich learning experience, albeit 

modified, and are so pleased that as many of the special activities as possible have been taking place. Our 

School Year is a lovely snapshot of that, and we hope you will be pleased to have this memento. We are so 

looking forward to being able to visit and participate in school life in person in the coming year. 

 

At the end of this challenging year, with the stress of constant uncertainty and changes, the Governors just 

wanted to say a huge ‘Thank you’ to every member of staff, all the children, and parents too. You have all 

risen to the challenges brilliantly, and we are so proud of how well the children have coped with the differ-

ing ways of learning, both at home and at school. 

 

Staff have been creative in finding solutions, and unfailingly optimistic and caring. It is to their great credit 

that the children have coped so calmly and cheerfully with the changes in routine from learning in school, 

to learning at home, and back again – for some, this happening several times. We know that parents too 

have shouldered a significant extra commitment in supporting learning, and for this the Governing Board 

is truly appreciative.  

 

This has all happened during a time when we, as a school, have been dealing with our own uncertainties. 

Reducing the school back to two form entry was already in train when COVID came along, and whilst seen 

as beneficial eventually, it has been a tricky task to oversee the reduction of the school’s size by a third. 

We were determined to achieve this without any detriment to staff by the imposition of reduced hours, or 

redundancy, and are pleased to have reached the end of the process having managed that successfully.  

 

We are particularly grateful to our super Leadership Team, who this year have stepped up and taken on 

new senior leadership responsibilities with confidence and commitment. Thanks go to Daniela Thompson, 

Headteacher, and Assistant Heads Gemma Kinsella and Lucy Lock for tackling with such insight and resili-

ence the many new challenges, many of them stressful and unforeseen. 

 

We wish everyone in the Loughton Manor Fist School community a happy and relaxing break in the com-

ing weeks.  

 

Finally, I would like to thank our current Year 2 – the last cohort of 90 – for the contribution they have 

made to the life of LMFS and wish them all health and happiness in their new schools in September.  

 

Sue Tapley, Chair of Governors  

Letter from the Chair of Governors 
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This school year the Full Governing Board, has met 

at least twice per term by remote means such as 

video conferencing, and a Curriculum sub-

committee has met once per term.  

 

Who are the Governors? 

What do we do? 

The governing board has three main strategic duties 

set out in the 'Governors' Handbook':    

 

1. Ensuring clarity of vision, ethos and strategic 

direction of the school;   

 

2. Holding the headteacher to account for the 

educational performance of the school and its 

pupils, and the performance management of 

staff; and  

  

3. Overseeing the financial performance of the 

school and making sure its money is well spent.  

Co-opted Governors: 

Penny Anstey Smith 

Lizzie Bancroft 

Anna Bretts 

Luke Goodwin 

Michael Flack 

Cameron Tapley 

Martin Wakley 

 

Staff Governor 

Alex Wolfe 

Local Authority Governor  

(Vacant ) 

Clerk to Governors 

Beverley Midwood 

Associate Members: 

James McAuley 

Les Piascik 

Gemma Kinsella 

Lucy Lock 

Chair of the Governing Body 

Sue Tapley 

Headteacher 

Daniela Thompson  

 

Parent Governors:       

Magda Ali 

Hannah Brazeley 

Ian Hutchinson 

Mirza Lalani 
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The Governing Board have a very important role in the leadership of the school. We are a group of 

volunteers made up of teaching and non-teaching staff, parents, community representatives and members 

appointed for their cultural and/or professional knowledge, all of whom are local to Loughton. We work 

closely with Daniela Thompson, the rest of the staff and the local authority, to carry out our statutory 

responsibilities. 



 

 

Friends of Loughton Manor First School (FLMFS) is a     

registered charity, led by our wonderful parents to raise 

money for the school. We spend this money to try to 

make our children’s experience at the school the best that 

it can be. 

 

So far this year we have raised an estimated £4500. Many 

of our much-loved regular events couldn’t run because of 

the pandemic, but we did turn our hand to some new 

fundraisers: 

Halloween trail, craft pack and cake sale - £350 

Christmas craft pack and cake sale - £925 

Easter Trail—£176 

Crazy Coin Challenge - £650 

Car Boot Sale - £670 

Break the Rules Days - £715 

 

The children returned to school in the autumn to some 

fabulous new playground markings and a new PA system 

for the hall that we agreed to fund last year. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

While we haven’t been able to subsidise the usual school 

trips, Friends did arrange for a festive visit from a      

beautiful reindeer and barn owl. Each child got the chance 

to spend some time with the animals and take a photo 

home. We also arranged for each class to ‘attend’ a virtual 

pantomime. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We recently hit our target to raise money for 250 new 

books for school and the proceeds from the Crazy Coin 

Challenge will be used to fund some new outdoor toys for 

the playground. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Each of our Year 2 children will receive a dictionary as a 

leaving gift as a memento of their time here at Loughton 

Manor First School. 

We hold an AGM early in the autumn term, which is usually 

preceded by an informal ‘meet and greet’ when we can 

meet face to face. We hope to welcome you to the next 

AGM, whether virtual or in-person, where we will elect the 

official committee. If a formal committee role is not for you, 

we have lots of other opportunities for anyone that would 

like to volunteer. 

 

It’s been a tough time to raise money, but thanks to some 

creative thinking and adaptability, we have raised an im-

pressive amount in the circumstances. All of us on the 

FLMFS Committee want to say a huge thank you to        

everyone who has supported our work – to those who 

baked their socks off, dug deep (down the back of the sofa) 

for their spare coins, slaved over a BBQ and donated raffle 

prizes, we are incredibly grateful. We need you more than 

ever and none of this would have been possible without 

your continued enthusiasm and support. We hope you all 

have a safe and happy summer break and look forward to 

welcoming you back next year. 

 

 

Email: friendsofloughtonmanor@gmail.com 

Facebook: LoughtonManor1stSchoolParents 

Friends of Loughton Manor First School (FLMFS) 
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Breakfast and After School Club 

This has been another extraordinary year but it has been lovely having the children 

back and meeting lots of new faces and seeing how they have taken it all in their 

stride.  

 

We have welcomed a few new people to the Daycare Team as well. Laura Hillery and 

Jen Wright have been added to our family and sadly we have said a fond farewell to 

Mrs Paterson, although she is still a valued member of the school staff.  

 

Unfortunately we have not been able to include all of our usual  activities this year but 

we have still had plenty of fun, including lots of outdoors play and making our ever popular pitta pizzas.  

 

The team would like to wish the Year2 children the very best  of luck as they move to their new schools, where we are sure 

that they will do well, and will make many more life-long friendships.  

 

Have a great summer holiday, stay safe and we look forward to seeing you and all the new children very soon.  

 

Love from Mrs Smith and the Daycare Team 
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“I like After School Club because 
there are all sorts of nice things to 
do.”   Coby, Monkeys 

“We are allowed to do drawing.” 

Zofia, Yr2 

“I like having breakfast at school.” 

Freya, Monkeys 

“I love the yummy food!” 

Mimi, Yr2 

“I like running about in the  

Playground.” Cameron, Yr2 

“I like having Shreddies at Breakfast 
Club.” Dusty, Monkeys 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Loughton Manor First School 

Paynes Drive 

Loughton 

Milton Keynes 

MK5 8FA 

 

“Building a lifelong love of 
learning, in a safe and happy 

school” 


