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Dear Parents, Children and Friends, 
  

Even in this unique and disrupted school year, I’m delighted that we have still been able to produce ‘Our School Year’. It will certainly 

be a memorable year, even if for unfortunate reasons. It really has to be ‘Our Strange School Year’, I think! 

  

We know that our families, especially those of our Year 2 Leavers, value this snapshot of the work and life of the school, and we are 

lucky to have such supportive and committed staff and governors who take the time and trouble to produce this booklet. Particular 

thanks go to Daniela Thompson who has kindly pulled the whole thing together this year. Thanks also to all the staff who have gath-

ered and provided the contents. 

  

Despite the partial nature of school life this year, for our children there has still been lots of fun and laughter, alongside some great 

learning. This was true for all 290 of our lovely pupils until March, then for just a small group of 11, and more recently for those 77 

children attending since June. After busy and full Autumn and Spring Terms, the Summer Term has been very different. Nonetheless 

we have made school a happy and secure place where children can thrive and achieve.  

  

We must not forget the wonderful support and commitment that you as parents have been giving to your children’s education at this 

time. The effort that so many of you have put into home learning has been fantastic, and we know that this has not always been easy, 

especially when trying to work from home at the same time as being your child’s teacher! When your children return to school in the 

Autumn and pick up their school education, we’re sure that they will have so much to be proud of from their learning at home, and 

you should all be proud of yourselves too! We have been thrilled to see some fantastic examples of how well your children’s learning 

is progressing. Who knows, the experience may even have tempted one or two of you to train to teach?  “No, not a chance!” I hear 

you cry, after four months of being cooped up with your lovely but lively little ones. 

  

We started the school year in 2019 in our usual fashion with home visits, one for every one of our new Nursery and Reception pupils, 

112 visits in all, phew – but well worth it. The home visits give a super start for our very young learners, helping them to settle confi-

dently. Parents tell us that they find this very helpful. This September things will have to be done differently, without visiting families at 

home, but we will still make sure that each and every child gets plenty of support and encouragement.  

  

By the end of the Autumn Term, those new starters aged only 4 and 5 were sufficiently confident and independent to be able to put 

on their super Nativity play in the hall “Everyone Loves A Baby!”  They were absolutely wonderful. Little did we know at the time that, 

sadly, this was to be the only year group to have the experience of performing an end of term production this school year. 

  

It’s great to see that we still managed to pack in a good selection of creative and exciting learning opportunities this year, and I know 

that the teachers have worked hard to plan and provide continued opportunities for creativity at home. We’re really looking forward 

to seeing some of your photos of artwork from nature…maybe there will even be the makings of an exhibition to celebrate family 

learning.    

  

Change is a normal part of running a school, always seeking to improve. This year saw the start of reverting to two form entry, ena-

bling expansion of our Nursery class, a great help to working families. 

  

A change looming large for me, is my retirement this summer after twenty-three years of having the great privilege of leading this 

happy and successful school. Appointed when the school was just a building site, even before we had a school name, the honour of 

serving this community has been immense and brought so much joy to my forty-four year career as a teacher, a career I’ve always 

loved.   

  

I owe great thanks to all my colleagues and governors over the years who have steadfastly supported and encouraged me, and I know 

that the school will continue to go from strength to strength with the brilliant team we have here, and the energy, enthusiasm and 

creativity of the new Leadership Team.  

  

My very best wishes and deep gratitude to the Loughton Manor First School Community, 

  

Elizabeth Bancroft 
Headteacher 

Welcome to the 2019-20 ‘Our Strange School Year’ 



 

 

Christmas Time 
Our Christmas concert at the Church of Christ the 

Cornerstone was as festive as ever, with every year 

group in the school invited to take part! We learned 

lots of fabulous songs, accompanied by MK Brass 

Band. We also loved our Christmas parties, and our 

visits from Colonel Custard and Father Christmas! 
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What I liked about Hippos, Wolves and Elephants 

We have done so many things in Year 2! 
“We did lots of art pictures with Miss Yates about the Battle of San Romano.” 

“I liked sewing little squares and we got to do it with a fish and a starfish with 

Mrs Jaffer.” 

“I liked doing baking with Mrs Mann. I liked baking 

fairy cakes. I also love doing art.” 

“We went to the Mosque. The carpet was really colour-

ful.” 

“I liked meeting new teachers and learning everything.” 

“I liked the bread when it was new and in two weeks it went mouldy and smelt 

like vinegar and we had to throw it in the bin—it was called Science!” 

History   
In November, we took part in a History Day where we learnt all about different time periods. We learnt about 

the Ancient Egyptians with Mrs Lock, the Queen’s Coronation with Mrs Harvey and World War Two code 

breaking with Miss Yates. We had so much fun! 

As part of our topic on the Great Fire of London we designed and built houses from the 17th Century. Once 

we had made them we recreated the Great Fire of London on the back playground. We sang ‘London’s Burn-

ing’ as the fire took hold! After they had experienced the fire, children wrote their own diary entries about 

how they felt. In Art they created silhouette cityscapes using a range of materials, including soft chalk pastels.  

I loved singing at the  
Christmas Carol Concert! 



 

 

Learning about the Victorians 
As part of our learning about life during the Victorian Times , we went to Milton Keynes Museum.  We went into the school 

room,  the Victorian house and also looked at different types of 

shops and vehicles.  We also had a Victorian School Day at 

school where we all dressed up. 

“My favourite part was the museum and it was my birthday!” 

“I liked the trip to the Museum—it was fun!” 

“I enjoyed seeing all the different types of shops at the  

museum!” 

“My favourite thing was when we played with the metal hoops 

outside at MK Museum.” 

“I enjoyed Victorian Day.  Mrs Chanalaris was very funny. When 

she had her glasses on, she was a Victorian teacher and when 

she took them off, she was normal!“                

 “I liked how we stood up when the teacher came in.” 

What I liked about Giraffes, Lions and Leopards 
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Our Performance: Billy No Buzz 
This year our performance was going to be 

‘Billy No Buzz!’  The children really enjoyed 

learning the songs and the dances, and all of 

the costumes are ready.  We haven’t given up 

hope of being able to do this play yet and 

have had discussions with the Year Two   

teachers!  

“ I enjoyed practising for the play!” 

History Day 
We really enjoyed History Day in Year One this year.  We 

learnt about life during The Blitz, women getting the vote,  

cave men and women and how they did cave drawings. 

“I liked it when Mrs Thompson said to hide under the  

table!” 

“I liked learning about Winston Churchill and painting a 

picture of the Blitz.” 

Fun in Year One 

“In Year One, I liked meeting new teachers.” 

“I enjoyed learning to count up in 5s.” 

“We went to the Church and it was fun.” 

“I have liked reading.” 

 

“I enjoyed the Christmas Shop!”  

“I loved playing in the playhouse in the  

playground.” 

“I loved making my gingerbread man!” 

The Toy Maker 
We learnt about the toys children 

played with in the past. 

“I liked it when The Toymaker 

came. You had to put the ball in 

the cup and she just put it in!” 

“I liked dressing up as a character from a 
book for World Book Day.  I was Dennis 
the Menace!” 

“I liked it when we did basketball 
with Mr Reynolds.” 

“I really liked the teachers doing 
the pantomime.   I liked 
it when Cinderella got 
to be a princess.” 



 

 

Bikeability: In the Spring term we took part in Bikeability training! The   

coaches helped us to learn to pedal and glide when riding two-wheeled     

bicycles. It was a bit tricky at first but by the end we were really confident! 

“Bikeability taught me how to use brakes!”  

 Bugtopia:  We learned about different types of animals and had a visit 

from Bugtopia, animal experts who brought in bugs and exotic animals to 

show us. We got the chance to handle them if we wanted to. “I liked it when 

the cockroach glowed in the dark and the African snail was really slimy!” 

Outdoor Learning: We love learning outdoors! We had lots of time in 

our Forest School, learning about taking care of our natural environment, and 

making potions. “I love to play in the forest!” We also had lots of fun taking 

part in PE sessions from our visiting sports coach on the playground. "I like to 

exercise with Mr Reynolds."  

 

Christmas Time: We enjoyed lots of Christmas celebrations. Tigers and Zebras performed the nativity, 

‘Everyone Loves a Baby’ to parents, siblings and the 

rest of the school. There were some terrific songs, 

some brilliant dancing, and as usual not a dry eye in 

the house. As well as our usual festive visitor bring-

ing gifts for all children, we had lots of parties and a 

visit from Colonel Custard! “The magician made 

snow into a giant bubble, it was amazing!” 

What I liked about Tigers, Zebras and Monkeys 

World Book Day: In March Monkeys, Tigers and Zebras 

joined the whole school in celebrating World Book Day. We all 

enjoyed an assembly where we got the chance to show off our 

book themed costumes to each other and enjoy a funny story. 

Children in Zebras and Tigers got the chance to make their own 

books and  bookmarks, and in the afternoon Monkeys joined 

the rest of the Foundation Stage for an enormous story swap! Before home 

time we all got a special book token. “I loved getting my book voucher!” 

“When we went to the big hall, our 
grown-ups came to watch us sing!”  

  

“I said some special lines, I was 
the King!” 

Monkeys’ Christmas Singing and Music:    
In Monkeys class we loved 

inviting our families to the 

hall in the main building 

to watch us perform 

Christmas songs.  

“Singing and  dancing was 

fun!” We also particularly loved our weekly music sessions 

with Mrs Clements. 
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Home Learning: When Lockdown started, teachers started to put Home 

learning Packs together so that you could support your child’s learning at 

home.  Many of you enjoyed doing the Joe Wicks Workouts (even some      

parents joined in!)  Lots of you have enjoyed spending time with you families, 

going for walks as part of your daily exercise, or learning to ride your bikes,.  

Some of you have done baking or have learnt a new skill.  We were so lucky 

with the weather that many of us spent lots of time enjoying the sunshine. 

  

Starting to return to school: We welcomed some children back to school in June.  These children 

have been continuing to do the same learning as those children at home.  They have also spent a lot of time 

playing outdoors: making bug hotels, drawing with chalks, using the vehicles, doing Forest School, doing 

sports with Mr Reynolds, planting flowers and repainting the planters.  

 

Lockdown Learning 
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Rainbow Children:  Throughout Lockdown, school was open to our children whose parents are key 

workers.  We had so much fun doing lots of lovely activities.  One day, we made a 

rainbow. Ms. Bancroft loved it so much that she asked the children if she could 

take it home to put into her window.  The next day the children painted another 

one to display at school. 

 

“I am learning at home every day except 
the weekends. I like watching the  teachers 
reading stories.” 

“I liked getting the letter from my  
teachers.” 

“I like home learning. I love learning about 
animals and doing the Purple Mash games.”  

“I like the maths songs on You Tube.” 

“I liked learning my 5x tables with 
Mummy and Daddy.” 



 

 

Whole School Activities 
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Some of the aspects each year group studied: 

Monkeys Focus: printed with lines using gold 

paint as in the painting, made a class sculpture by 

painting and gluing lolly sticks  

FS2 Focus: looking at and making hats 

Y1 Focus: leaf printing, drama, writing as if they 

were a person in the battle, observational drawings 

of  oranges 

Y2 Focus: reconstructing the painting, making shields, creating banners, designing a family coat of arms  

 

Forest Schools: We are extremely fortunate to have our own Forest School-trained member of staff.  

Children go to the wooded area in small groups and do lots of really exciting activities, such as building dens, 

bug hunting, building rope swings and hammocks and sometimes even having a fire! 

Take One Picture: 
This year our Expressive Arts 

Week was centred around the 

National Gallery’s Take One     

Picture initiative. The painting 

used was ’The Battle of San    

Romano’ by Paolo Uccello . 

  



 

 

Whole School Activities 
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“I liked seeing other     
people dressed up 
as characters.” 

World Book Day: 
In March we celebrated World Book Day with lots of children 

dressing up in their favourite book character costumes.  We 

did lots of story book activities. 

Christmas Carol Concert: In true Loughton Manor        

tradition, we had our annual carol concert at Christ the              

Cornerstone Church.  This year, we even created our very own staff 

choir who sang ‘Twas the Night Before Christmas’. 
  

Diwali Celebrations Day: In October, we had a very special day 

in school to celebrate Diwali.  We did a range of activities including     

retelling the story of Diwali, making Rangoli patterns,  making diva lamps 

from clay, making diva lamps using vegetables, and dancing and playing 

instruments to the song, ‘Play that Bhangra Beat’. 

“There were songs that 
we could sing and I        
enjoyed listening to other 
people’s songs.” 

“I liked making a diva 
pot out of clay.” 



 

 

At this time of year, the Chair of Governors at LMFS looks back on another year of governor involvement 

in the life of the school and summarises all that has been going on. Usually, there have been lots of infor-

mal governor visits – to things like the Harvest celebrations, Halloween disco, parent workshops, Christmas 

Celebrations - and some more formal visits looking at different aspects of the school’s provision.  This year 

started very much as usual with lots of governor involvement, and then came Covid-19 and lockdown and, 

apart from very occasional visits, governors, like almost everyone else, have not been able to go into 

school. 

That doesn’t mean that we have been unable to support the work of our brilliant Leadership Team and of 

all the staff who have contributed so much over the last difficult months.  The Governing Board has con-

tinued to meet each month – by Zoom now – and has witnessed the transformation of the school into its 

current, Covid-secure form.   

Few people, except for the staff and children, have seen such a school so let me describe it for you.  You 

can no longer simply walk through the car park to the main entrance.  You ring from outside and Jenny 

comes from the office with a key to unlock – and re-lock - the gate.  A strange experience in a school that 

has always been so open and so welcoming!  As you enter, you are struck by the light, the quiet, the airi-

ness of the school building.  In that space, just outside the hall, where you usually see and hear the chil-

dren and feel drawn into the life of the school – all is still.  The hall itself is no longer a gathering place.  To 

find the life of the school now, you need to turn the corner towards the classrooms.  There are no closed 

doors on your way.  Inner and outer doors are open to allow the air to circulate.  In each of the classrooms 

– cleared of most of their furniture – are classes of around ten children – and that is where you find the 

energy and the joy of the school just now.  In the few minutes of my visit, I saw one class having a jump-

about to music – and much laughter – and another doing fun stretches before settling to a phonics lesson.  

In a third classroom, children were engaged in quiet and earnest discussion, supported by their teacher 

and two classroom assistants.  Outside, the playgrounds, grass, wood and even the staff car park, have 

been designated as separate outdoor areas for learning and for play.  On different days, different classes 

in each area are doing new things.  In these strange times, it was wonderful to see the school, small as it is 

at present, still fulfilling its mission of ‘Building a life-long love of learning in a safe and happy school’. 

But this year has been all about change – change of many kinds. 

As many of you will know, Rachael Parkin was the Chair of Governors at Loughton Manor First School for 

many years.  She was an energetic, involved and very experienced Chair who supported – and challenged - 

the Senior Leadership Team.  Rachael stepped down early this year and I have taken on the role of Chair, 

very grateful for the firm foundations that Rachael created in her time with the school. 

Another, very significant change for the school, is the retirement this summer of Lizzie Bancroft, our inspir-

ing, optimistic and endlessly energetic head.  One of the most important responsibilities of the Governing 

Board is to appoint a new head.  We interviewed at the beginning of May and were delighted to appoint 

Daniela Thompson, currently our Assistant Head with responsibility for Key Stage 1, to the post of Interim 

Head for the coming year.  We congratulate her on her appointment and look forward to working with her 

and other members of the Leadership Team to take the school into its next phase of development. 

Finally, I would like to thank our current Year 2s for the contribution they have made to the life of LMFS 

and wish them all health and happiness in their new schools in September. 

 

Sue Tapley, Chair of Governors  

Letter from the Chair of Governors 
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This school year the Full Governing Board, has met 

once a month , recently by remote means such as 

video conferencing, with no sub-committees.  

Who are the Governors? 

What do we do? 

The governing board has three main strategic duties 

set out in the 'Governors' Handbook':    

 

1. Ensuring clarity of vision, ethos and strategic 

direction of the school;   

 

2. Holding the headteacher to account for the 

educational performance of the school and its 

pupils, and the performance management of 

staff; and  

  

3. Overseeing the financial performance of the 

school and making sure its money is well spent.  

Parent Governors:       

Magda Ali 

Hannah Brazeley 

Ian Hutchinson 

Mirza Lalani 

 

Staff Governor 

Alex Wolfe 

Local Authority Governor 

(Vacant ) 

Clerk to Governors 

Beverley Midwood 

Associate Members: 

James McAuley 

Les Piascik 

 

Chair of the Governing Body 

Sue Tapley 

Headteacher 

Lizzie Bancroft 

  

Co-opted Governors: 

Penny Anstey Smith 

Anna Bretts 

Michael Flack 

Cameron Tapley 

Martin Wakley 
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The Governing Board have a very important role in the leadership of the school. We are a group of 

volunteers made up of teaching and non-teaching staff, parents, community representatives and members 

appointed for their cultural and/or professional knowledge, all of whom are local to Loughton. We work 

closely with Lizzie Bancroft, the rest of the staff and the local authority, to carry out our statutory 

responsibilities. 



 

 

The Friends of Loughton Manor First School (FLMFS) is a 

registered charity, which raises money to make  school 

the best experience that it can be for our children. We are 

an eclectic mix of mums and dads, juggling kids and jobs, 

as well as the fun and frolics of FLMFS. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

So far this year, the Friends have raised an estimated 

£3655 for the school. We started the year with many of 

our much-loved events, which  have included (some fig-

ures are still estimates): 

  

· Halloween Disco—£920 

· Christmas Cards—£230 

· Christmas Shop—£1,300 

· Quiz Night—£520 

  

Unfortunately, as with so much in 2020, the remainder of 

our scheduled events for the year had to be cancelled. 

The May Fayre is our biggest event, raising over £7000 

last year. We still wanted to have some socially distanced 

fun, so invited the children to take part in a challenge, 

which we hope they enjoyed - it has raised almost £650 

so far, so well done all. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

In January we agreed to spend some of our hard-raised 

funds on some nice new things for the school. This in-

cludes a brand new storage shed, and new supplies for 

gardening club and forest school. We also have exciting 

plans for new playground markings and outdoor musical 

instruments.  

Each of our Year 2 children will receive a dictionary as a 

leaving gift, and this year, each child that submitted a self-

portrait will also receive a commemorative tea towel in ad-

dition. 

  

Our events require military organisation, and of course lots 

of helping hands to make them the success that they are. 

While a lot of hard work goes in, they are equally fun, re-

warding and such a joy for the children. 

 

We have official committee roles as well as more informal 

volunteering opportunities - all are equally important to 

keeping the FLMFS machine running. We always welcome 

new faces with open arms, so if you would like to join us in 

any capacity to share your ideas and skills, we would love to 

hear from you. We hold our AGM early in the autumn term. 

In previous years, the meeting has been preceded with 

drinks and nibbles to get to know each other informally. We 

have no idea what this might look like this year, but please 

do keep your eyes peeled for details nearer to the time. 

 

The second half of the school year has certainly been out of 

the ordinary for all of us, and we have missed seeing you at 

all of our usual events. All of us on the FLMFS Committee 

would like to express our gratitude to all our fabulous vol-

unteers, parents, staff and pupils for your support. Stay safe, 

be well, and we hope to resume the fun of our usual events 

with all of you as soon as we are able.              

Email: friendsofloughtonmanor@gmail.com 

Facebook: LoughtonManor1stSchoolParents 

Friends of Loughton Manor First School (FLMFS) 

Page 10                                                                                 www.loughtonmanorfirstschool.co.uk    



 

 

Breakfast and After School Club 

Well, what an unusual year this has been!  We started 

the year with  40 children at After School Club who 

settled in well, making friends with children across the 

year groups.  Then the Lockdown happened!  As the 

school reopened this half term, so did After School 

Club , with a  smaller group of children. 

  

Some of the activities this year have included painting, 

playing outside, cooking, planting begonias and chess 

has been a popular choice. 

  

In September we welcomed Mrs Patterson into the 

team and we were sad to say goodbye to Mrs Mushtak 

in the spring but we wish her well in her new job. 

  

The team would also like to wish the Year2 children Good Luck as they move up to their new schools, 

where we are sure that they will do well, and will make many more life-long friendships.  

  

Have a great summer holiday, stay safe and we look 

forward to seeing you and all the new children very 

soon. 
  

Love from Mrs Smith and the Daycare Team 
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“Breakfast Club is a great place  

because it’s like a breakfast  

restaurant.” 

Niamh, Year 2 

“I like to play with the marble run 
and like playing outside with my 
friends.” Eli, Year 1 

“I like to play chess and love the 
food.” 

 Tony, Year 1 

“I like to play with my friend from 
Year One and make pizzas.” 

Neve, FS2 

“I get to play with the my big sister 
Ivy.  We like to do lots of drawing and 
colouring.” Heva, FS2 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Loughton Manor First School 

Paynes Drive 

Loughton 

Milton Keynes 

MK5 8FA 

 

“Building a lifelong love of 
learning, in a safe and happy 

school” 


